
 

2018 INSIDE OUT TORONTO LGBT FILM FESTIVAL 
SET TO OPEN WITH SILAS HOWARD’S 

POWERFUL SUNDANCE DRAMA A KID LIKE JAKE 

 
The film stars Jim Parsons, Claire Danes, Octavia Spencer, Ann Dowd and Priyanka Chopra 

 
Toronto, ON (April 24, 2018) - The Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival has announced that it will kick off its 2018 

edition with the international premiere of Silas Howard’s acclaimed Sundance drama A KID LIKE JAKE as their 

opening night selection on Thursday, May 24, 2018 at the TIFF Bell Lightbox. The announcement was made today by 

Inside Out’s Director of Programming, Andrew Murphy. 

 

In A KID LIKE JAKE, Claire Danes (“Homeland”) and Jim Parsons (“The Big Bang Theory”, THE NORMAL HEART) 

take on the role of loving parents who are navigating the private school system in New York City as well as wrestling 

with their own preconceived notions about their child’s gender identity. 

 

While preparing applications to private schools for four-year-old Jake, Alex (Danes) and Greg (Parsons) are told to 

focus on what makes their child unique, which, according to their preschool advisor, Judy (Octavia Spencer), is 

Jake’s gender-expansive play. Qualities that did not seem unusual before are put under the microscope, and when 

Jake begins acting out in preschool, Alex and Greg must come together to lend support and not lose each other in 

the process 
 
Featuring a stellar supporting cast that includes Amy Landecker (“Transparent”), Ann Dowd (“The Handmaid’s Tale”) 

and Priyanka Chopra (“Quantico”), A KID LIKE JAKE brings humour and a whole lot of heart to this film about one 

family’s journey toward understanding and acceptance. 

 

A KID LIKE JAKE is directed by Silas Howard and is based on the 2013 play written by Daniel Pearle, who also acted 

as the screenwriter for the film. Howard is an award winning director whose 2001 debut film BY HOOK AND BY 

CROOK premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, and went on to win multiple awards. Howard has since gone on to 



direct episodes of several top shows on television, including “This Is Us”, “Transparent” and Ryan Murphy’s upcoming 

FX show “POSE”. 

 

“I am so excited to be bringing A KID LIKE JAKE to Inside Out for its international premiere and am honored it has 

been selected to kick off this year’s festival” said director Silas Howard. “The film tells such an important story about 

family and acceptance and I look forward to being able to share it with Canadian audiences for the first time!” 

 

“From the moment the credits rolled at the premiere of A KID LIKE JAKE in January, I knew this was the perfect film 

to set the tone for our Inside Out audiences this year,” said Andrew Murphy, Director of Programming. “Silas 

continues to inspire us, advocating for queer and trans voices in front of and behind the camera.” 

 

After world premiering at this year’s Sundance Film Festival to a great response, A KID LIKE JAKE will open the 28th 

annual Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival on Thursday, May 24, 2018. The 2018 festival will run from May 24 to 

June 3 at the TIFF Bell Lightbox. IFC will release the film in the US on June 1, 2018. 

 

Ticket Packages, including Gala Packs, are on sale now via insideout.ca. Ticket package purchasers receive early 

access to all festival tickets. Regular tickets go on sale on May 4. 

 

A KID LIKE JAKE will be followed by Inside Out’s legendary Opening Night Party, this year taking over the second 

floor of the TIFF Bell Lightbox and featuring some of Toronto’s favourite drag queens, djs, and special surprise 

guests. 

 

About Inside Out: 
 

Now in its 28th year, the Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival is the largest event of its kind in Canada, showcasing 

the best and most diverse films by, for and of interest to LGBT communities. For 11 days, the Festival draws crowds 

of more than 32,500 to screenings, artist talks, panel discussions, installations and parties that showcase more than 

175 films from Canada and around the world. Inside Out acknowledges the support of Lead Sponsor RBC, Premier 

Sponsor Bell Media, and Official Airline Delta. 
  

Follow Inside Out for all the lastest news on this year's edition: 

insideout.ca | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
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